Hello... our names are John and Mona, and our warm, happy home is waiting for
your child’slove. We're glad you have chosen this path to help you through such a
challenging time, and we want to make your journey as smooth and rewarding as
possible. Please read on and we'll tell you more about us.

Our Story

We met on ablind date (yes, realy!) in 1989, and knew right away it was meant to be
when John’s “snooty” cat slept on Mona' slap. We' re both natives of Oxnard, CA, but
since we're five years apart and went to different schools (John is 44, Mona 39), we
didn’t meet until mutual friends played matchmaker. We dated for three years before
John proposed...in atent...at the lake... so romantic!

After 12 years of marriage and many failed attempts to conceive, we began looking at
aternativesto fulfilling our lives, and found our best choice in open adoption. We hope
you like what you see and consider
how much we can offer your child.

We come from loving, stable
families and are eager to fill our
large home with a child’s laughter.
We recently finished remodeling
(wedid it ourselves and lived to tell
about it), and the baby’ s room has
itsown private bath. Weloveto
cook fresh mealsin our new
kitchen, and our mild climate
beckons grilling on the patio year-
round.
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Camping with the dogs

John has a bachelor’ s degree in busness and Monais aregistered nurse, so we know
the importance of a good education. In fact, John's parents were teachers and so are two
of hissiblings. Our middle-class neighborhood features elementary and junior high
schools within easy walking distance, and two new high schools are nearby, one of which
isamagnet for the arts and sciences.

As amother, Mona s nursing background will help her immensely. When shewas a
licensed vocational nurse she worked in pediatrics, and then spent several years caring for
special-needs children. These wonderful kidsinspired her to earn her RN license,
furthering her expertise in the field. After six years as afull-time oncology and part-time
pediatrics nurse, she isfocusing her efforts solely on working with children.



We both currently work but have the flexibility to be at home to care for our family.
John co-owns and manages a tuxedo rental store, and will be celebrating his 20"
anniversary in 2006. Because of hislongevity and the seasonality of the business, he
enjoys alot of freetime. Monaalso can choose a schedule that’sright for us, asthereis
high demand for nurses, especially good ones like her!

Our plans for raising children are for Monato stay at home until school starts, then
work part-time. We live modestly, have no debt except our mortgage, and believe in
traditional family values such as hard work, discipline, loyalty, and lots of love.

Weekends consist of gardening, taking our dogs to the beach or park (more about
them in aminute), tinkering around the house, getting together with family and friends,
and visiting nearby campgrounds (we recently bought a motor home). Vacations are
spent at a number of lakesin our area, where we enjoy camping, jet skiing, Swimming,
and relaxing on the beach.

Our Pets

Our story would be incomplete without
introducing our beloved dogs and cats. Rusty
(aminiature Dachshund) is the elder
statesman; he came knocking on our door after
our neighbors couldn’t handle hisfleas. A nice
bath and Advantage took care of that.

Next is Snickers, our 6-year-old cat that is
just beginning to notice us. As akitten she had
incredible energy, but now she will act likea
cat and actually sleep on our bed. Another
reason we love her is she tolerates our newest
additions, Frankie and Fred, “local” stray cats
who've found their placesin our hearts (not to
mention the food on our porch).

Sunset at one of our favorite spots

Last, but certainly not least, is Rags. Mona
found this little sweetie wandering around our
neighborhood shopping center, and it was instant
lovel Wethink she's a cross between a poodlie and
aspaniel, but she's so loving and playful that it
really doesn’t matter. Sheisready and waiting to
kiss a baby, we're certain of that!




Our Life

Ok, so you're starting to get apicture of who we are. Now we'll tell you what we're
all about.

Spiritually, we're solid. As children we were involved in the church (John, Catholic;
Mona, Baptist), but through the years developed our own ideas regarding God and
religion. We believe spirituality transcends any one religion and set of doctrines, and live
our lives based on love and kindness. W e seek and acknowledge the good in everyone
we know and meet, and treat them with honesty, respect, and understanding. We will
pass these virtues on to our children, and encourage them to shape their lives with the
same beliefs.

Music isabig part of our
lives. Inthehouse...out inthe
garden...in the car, the stereo’s
alwayson! From rock to jazz
to blues, and lots in between (a
little disco never hurt anyone),
we just love a good song.
Naturally, we have our
favorites, and John is on notice
that Monamust see the Eagles
in concert (front row, of
course!) before she will be
complete
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Another passion is reading and learning. We livein the information age, and the
Internet is awonderful tool we use every day. We used to get the newspaper but grew
tired of the waste; now we turn on the computer to find out what is going on. We still
enjoy reading magazines and take books with us on vacations, but we' ve definitely
switched to electronic mediafor the most part. A good way to gare atree and reduce
clutter ishow we look at it.

We love Mother Earth and are doing our partsto try to saveit. When possible, we
walk and bike rather than drive; we hang our clothes out to dry; we have a push mower;
and we recycle our bottles and cans. We will teach our children to respect and cherish
our planet and leave it better than they found it.



